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7 April 2005

PRESS RELEASE

Appointment of New Director

Andy ] Hogendijk, Chairman of Gloucester Coal Ltd (GCL) is pleased to announce
the appointment of Dr John Bryan as a Non-Executive Director.

Dr Bryan has worked for 35 years as a consulting geologist, principally involved
with coal exploration and coal mining companies in New South Wales and
Queensland. His experience in coal exploration also extends to Indonesia, New
Zealand, Canada, Thailand and Antarctica. His expertise in coal exploration and
resource evaluation is derived from experience gained over many years at
numerous coal mines and coal deposits, both open cut and underground.

Dr Bryan will be a important addition to the Board, complementing and enhancing
the skill base of the existing Directors.

Announcing the appointment, Mr Hogendijk said that Dr Bryan’s input in the
previously announced exploration programme to extend mineable reserves and
mine life towards 2020 will be invaluable.

Robert ] Waring
Company Secretary



